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Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and First Lady Rosalynn Carter to Speak
at Georgia Southern University
NOVEMBER 13, 2012
Jimmy Carter, the 39th President of the United States, and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter will
speak at Georgia Southern University’s Hanner Fieldhouse on Feb. 12, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. ET.  The
remarks will be a part of Georgia Southern’s popular Leadership Lecture Series, designed to provide its
students with an opportunity to hear from influential leaders from throughout the world.  This will be
the first time that the former President and First Lady have spoken at Georgia Southern.
“We could not be more excited to welcome President and Mrs. Carter to Georgia Southern University,”
said Georgia Southern Vice President of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management Teresa
Thompson, Ph.D.   “At Georgia Southern, our goal is to integrate learning, service and leadership to
empower our students to become global citizens who lead with a lifelong commitment to service. The
Carters are recognized around the world not only for their leadership, but their commitment to
service.  This will be a terrific opportunity for our students to not only hear directly from a former U.S.
President and First Lady, but two great citizens of Georgia.”
Jimmy Carter served as President from 1977 to 1981. Successful in the Camp David Accords, the
Panama Canal Treaties, and SALT II treaty with the Soviet Union, he may be most notable for his
admirable humanitarian efforts following his presidency.  Since leaving office, Carter has gained a
reputation as a tireless champion for social justice.  In 1982, he founded The Carter Center, a
nonpartisan and nonprofit center that addresses national and international issues of public policy.  He
is a University Distinguished Professor at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga. and is the author of 27
books.  On Dec. 10, 2002, the Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to Carter
“for his decades of untiring effort to find peaceful solutions to international conflicts, to advance
democracy and human rights, and to promote economic and social development.”
President Carter was educated in the public schools of Plains, attended Georgia Southwestern College, the Georgia Institute of Technology, and
received a Bachelor of Science degree from the United States Naval Academy in 1946.
Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter has worked for more than three decades to improve the quality of life for people around the world.  Today, she is
an advocate for mental health, caregiving, early childhood immunization, human rights and conflict resolution through her work at The Carter Center in
Atlanta, Ga.  A full partner with the President in all the Center’s activities, the former First Lady is a member of the Carter Center Board of Trustees.
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Mrs. Carter served as distinguished centennial lecturer at Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Ga., from 1988-1992 and is currently a distinguished fellow
at the Emory University Department of Women’s Studies in Atlanta.  She is a graduate of Georgia Southwestern College where she serves as president
of the board of directors for the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving.  Mrs. Carter has received numerous honors including the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, America’s highest civilian honor.  She has written five books and continues to travel and speak throughout the world.  A mother of four,
she has maintained a lifelong dedication to issues affecting women and children.
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter volunteer one week a year for Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit organization that helps needy people in the United States
and in other countries renovate and build homes for themselves.  Together, the Carters co-wrote the book “Everything to Gain,” which describes their
work for Habitat. President Carter also teaches Sunday school and both serve as deacons at the Maranatha Baptist Church of Plains.
President and Mrs. Carter, have three sons, one daughter, nine grandsons, three granddaughters, two great-grandsons and four great-
granddaughters.
Carter will be the second U.S. President to speak at Georgia Southern and the visit will mark the first time a President and First Lady have visited
Georgia Southern together.  Former President George W. Bush spoke on campus in 2006.  Georgia Southern’s Leadership Lecture Series has included a
number of well-known leaders and influencers including former secretary of state Condoleezza Rice, former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani,
political consultants James Carville and Mary Matalin, Toms Shoes Founder Blake Mycoskie, Apollo 13 Astronaut Jim Lovell, and former United Nations
ambassador and secretary of state Madeleine Albright to name a few.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World
Report and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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Georgia Southern University Student Fees for Stadium Expansion and
Football Bowl Subdivision Approved by University System of Georgia Board of
Regents
NOVEMBER 13, 2012
The University System of Georgia’s Board of Regents today gave their approval, a required step, on two new student fees for
Georgia Southern University students.  The Regents approved a $25 per semester fee to expand the University’s Allen E.
Paulson Stadium and a fee to help fund a potential move to the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS).  The Regents’ approval is
required for any new student fee and follows a record turnout and approval by Georgia Southern students this past
September.
The stadium expansion fee will go into effect beginning fall 2013 and will expire once the cost of the project has been fully
paid.  A date for construction has not been set, but the University hopes to begin construction as soon as possible.
In addition to the approval of the $25 stadium expansion fee, the Board of Regents also approved a $15 redirection of the current approved $154
athletic fee to be used to support construction of a Football Operations Center at the east end of Allen E. Paulson Stadium.  The new facility will
provide coaches’ offices, team meeting rooms, locker rooms, rehabilitation rooms, weight room and the Georgia Southern Football Hall of Fame.
“We are extremely grateful to the University System of Georgia and to the Board of Regents for their guidance and support during this process.  An
overwhelming majority of our students voted to support these fees this fall and we could not be more pleased with today’s approval,” said Georgia
Southern President Brooks Keel, Ph.D.  “I have said it before and I’ll say it again.  Whether it is in the area of academics, research, sustainability,
economic development or athletics, our goal is to take Georgia Southern University to the next level.”
Following the student vote to support the fees this past September, Georgia Southern’s Student Government Association President Dominique Quarles
said, “This vote wasn’t just about today, but to improve Georgia Southern for future generations of Eagles.”
The announcement of the Board of Regents’ approval comes only one day after the University announced that it had hired a new athletic director
(AD).  Tom Kleinlein, deputy director of athletics at Kent State was named the University’s new AD on Monday evening following a national search.
Expansion of Allen E. Paulson Football Stadium Fee ($25)
This fee will be used to increase the seating capacity of Allen E. Paulson Stadium by more than 6,300 seats. The new addition will add an upper deck
to the student/visitor side of the stadium. Currently, the stadium has 4,000 seats dedicated for student use. With a record 20,500 students attending
Georgia Southern this fall, only 25 percent of the University’s student body was able to be provided with a seat during home football games. By
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increasing the capacity of the stadium now, Georgia Southern will be well positioned for a future move to the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS). The
new seats, which this fee will fund, will be dedicated for student use each home football game.
In addition to football games, the expansion will also provide additional seating for graduation ceremonies and special events. The stadium currently
has a total of 14,444 seats. Each spring, the stadium is filled to capacity and beyond with more than 23,000 family members and friends attending its
annual undergraduate commencement ceremony. In addition, the University hosts a variety of other events at the stadium including last spring’s
concert of The Band Perry and The Fray.
 Note: Once the total cost of construction has been fully paid, this fee will no longer be assessed.
Fee to Fund Move Up to the Football Bowl Subdivision ($75)
This $75 fee will support Georgia Southern Football’s move to a new level of competition as well as a move to a new athletic conference.  Georgia
Southern has expressed interest in moving up to compete with other major universities in the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) series.   Because the
state of Georgia does not fund athletic department operations, this fee will ensure that the University has the necessary funding to make a move up
when a conference invitation is presented and accepted.
The fee to support the University’s potential move up to the FBS level of competition will not go into effect until Georgia Southern is offered and
accepts an invitation to join an FBS conference.  The fee would begin the first full semester after joining the FBS.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World
Report and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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Soledad O’Brien to speak at Georgia Southern’s MLK Celebration
NOVEMBER 13, 2012
CNN anchor Soledad O’Brien will be the
featured speaker during Georgia Southern
University’s 2013 MLK celebration. The
event on January 29, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Performing Arts Center is presented by
Georgia Southern’s Multicultural Student
Center and the Vice President of Student
Affairs and Enrollment Management.
O’Brien’s theme will focus on social justice,
public service and continuing the legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Soledad O’Brien is a veteran, Emmy award-
winning journalist who anchors the CNN
morning show “Starting Point.” She has
traveled the world covering stories and
producing documentaries focusing on
minorities and their challenges and
struggles in America.
“You can’t deny the work that she has done
to bring attention to multiple social justice
issues,” said Mrs. Dorsey Baldwin, the director of Georgia Southern’s Multicultural Student Center. “I think it is going to be an amazing experience to
listen to her story and testimony about the challenges she faced and obstacles she has overcome.  O’Brien will address a lot of the social justice issues
that she has tackled. I think people will be able to relate to that regardless of their political affiliation. She has an amazing story that she will be able to
share with Georgia Southern and our community.”
Tickets for the free event will not be distributed; however, seating is limited.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
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academic achievement. In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World
Report and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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